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Mr. Speaker, it is clear—we need to ur-

gently protect voting rights. 
That is why I rise today as a member of the 

Democratic Outreach and Engagement Task 
Force to challenge this House to do the right 
thing and protect the sacred right of Ameri-
cans to vote. 

Last summer, the Voting Rights Act cele-
brated its 50th anniversary. Tragically, five 
decades after this monumental legislation was 
passed, the voting rights of Americans are 
under unprecedented attack. 

After the Supreme Court callously and care-
lessly gutted the Voting Rights Act in its 
Shelby v. Holder decision, Republicans in 
state legislators have fallen over themselves 
to institute a wave of voting restrictions across 
the country. 

Make no mistake, these restrictions amount 
to nothing more than a modern day poll tax. 

We shouldn’t be erecting unnecessary and 
dangerous barriers to the ballot box. We 
should empower Americans to participate in 
our democracy. 

Yet, time and time again—this Congress 
and the Judiciary Committee have refused to 
take action. Instead of protecting our sacred 
right to vote, this Congress is allowing that 
right to be eroded. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people deserve 
better. It’s past time for us to do our job. 

Right now, there is bipartisan legislation 
waiting for action. The Voting Rights Amend-
ment Act (H.R. 885) would reinstate the much 
needed preclearance statute to ensure that in-
fringements on voting rights are addressed 
long before Election Day. Long before an 
American is denied their right to vote, a right 
that millions have fought and died for—from 
the Revolution to Neshoba County. 

Likewise, the Voting Rights Advancement 
Act (H.R. 2867) also re-establishes the 
preclearance system and our discharge peti-
tion has 181 signatories—I encourage all of 
my colleagues to sign it and help us protect 
the voting rights of all Americans. 

However, it’s past time that we do more. We 
must empower voters, every day Americans, 
to have a stronger, more powerful voice in our 
democracy. 

That’s why I am so proud to have co-spon-
sored the Voter Empowerment Act (H.R. 12) 
offered by the great Civil Rights champion, 
Congressman JOHN LEWIS. This legislation 
would empower voters by modernizing voter 
registration and utilizing new technologies at 
the ballot box. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s past time to pass these 
bills. It’s past time to do our jobs. 

As our great drum major for peace and jus-
tice, Dr. King, once said: ‘‘Give us the ballot, 
and we will fill our legislative halls with men of 
goodwill.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let’s show the American peo-
ple some goodwill and allow them to vote, un-
obstructed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOBBI AND JIM 
WILLIAMS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bobbi and 

Jim Williams of Greenfield, Iowa, for being se-
lected as Adair County’s 2016 inductees into 
the Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame. 

Bobbi Williams began her career in 4–H as 
a member of the Lee Blue Ribbons, the club 
her great-grandmother organized. She enjoyed 
home improvement and food and nutrition 
projects, but most wanted to show livestock. 
She joined the boys’ 4–H club and began 
showing Hereford steers at the county and 
state fair. She was leader of her daughter’s 
club, Adair County Wing Walkers, and was 
honored as a 4–H Alumna in 2010. 

Jim Williams has volunteered with a number 
of 4–H committees and events throughout the 
years. He has been especially committed to 
the youth of Adair County, and has dedicated 
his time to Adair County 4–H Youth Action 
Committee. He promotes and supports youth 
activities by encouraging local businesses and 
individuals to provide whatever support they 
can. 

Mr. Speaker, Bobbi and Jim Williams’ efforts 
embody the Iowa spirit and I am honored to 
represent them in the United States Congress. 
I ask that all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Bobbi and Jim for their achieve-
ments and wish them nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING C-STEM TEACHER 
AND STUDENT SUPPORT SERV-
ICES, INC.’S COMMITMENT TO 
STEM EDUCATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to congratulate the 
students, parents, and faculty of C-Stem 
Teacher and Student Support Services, Inc. 
for their commitment to science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics enrichment, 
and for participating in my annual Science and 
Technology Braintrust. 

The faculty at C-Stem Teacher and Student 
Support Services, Inc. are committed to ensur-
ing that our country’s youth is exposed to a 
STEM curriculum, which is paramount to the 
future of our country. A prevalent theme 
amongst successful STEM professionals is the 
curiosity and drive instilled by their teachers at 
a young age. We must continue to invest in 
schools that highlight a STEM education, so 
that all students will have an opportunity to 
one day be an astrophysicist, doctor, engi-
neer, or a geologist. 

Mr. Speaker, C-Stem Teacher and Student 
Support Services, Inc. is a true advocate of 
STEM education and deserves recognition for 
its work. With great pride I can say that be-
cause of this organization’s commitment to 
STEM education, our country’s youth is gain-
ing the skills needed to compete in a rapidly 
globalizing world. 

RECOGNIZING CHILDREN’S HUN-
GER FUND ON THEIR 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Children’s Hunger Fund on the cele-
bration of their 25th anniversary. 

I am proud of what this organization has ac-
complished over their long tenure of service to 
our community. Children’s Hunger Fund was 
established in 1991 by president and founder 
Dave Phillips. Since then, CHF has delivered 
food and, ultimately, hope to children and fam-
ilies in need in the U.S. and around the world 
for 25 years. 

Children’s Hunger Fund located in Sylmar, 
is in my district in the San Fernando Valley, 
the neighborhood right next door to Pacoima, 
where I grew up. 

After the Northridge earthquake struck in 
1994, Children’s Hunger Fund was instru-
mental in making sure Valley families had 
blankets and food. 

The help provided by Children’s Hunger 
Fund is felt at home and also around the 
world. In 1998, CHF sent aid to Chernobyl 
children and boots and blankets to boys in Si-
berian prisons. 

CHF helped victims and families after the 
attacks on the World Trade Center in New 
York, and after the 2004 tsunami. 

The vision started in the San Fernando Val-
ley has been replicated all around the country. 
In just 25 years, CHF has built a global net-
work of aid, while never forgetting the need in 
our local communities. 

While I regret not being able to attend in 
person, I am honored to congratulate Chil-
dren’s Hunger Fund on their 25th Anniversary 
Celebration this Saturday, September 24, 
2016. 

I hope they will continue their record of de-
livering food and hope to children and families 
in the San Fernando Valley and across the 
world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TED BENSHOOF 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ted 
Benshoof of Winterset, Iowa for being selected 
as Madison County’s 2016 inductee into the 
Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame. The Iowa 4–H Foun-
dation hosts the 4–H Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony at the Iowa State Fair each year. 

Iowa counties select Hall of Fame inductees 
for their contributions to the lives of 4–H mem-
bers and the overall 4–H program. Ted has 
left a lasting impact on the Madison County 4– 
H program through his unwavering commit-
ment as a volunteer. On pig weigh-in days at 
the Madison County 4–H/FFA show, he has 
been known to go around to each member’s 
home, making sure those who are unable to 
make it still have the opportunity to weigh-in 
their entries. His actions are a testament to his 
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dedication to the 4–H youth of Madison Coun-
ty. 

Mr. Speaker, Ted’s efforts embody the Iowa 
spirit and I am honored to represent him in the 
United States Congress. I ask that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Ted for 
his achievements and wish him nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING H.D. WOODSON 
ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING 
HIGH SCHOOL’S COMMITMENT TO 
STEM EDUCATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to congratulate the 
students, parents, and faculty of H.D. Wood-
son Academy of Engineering High School for 
their commitment to science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics enrichment, and for 
participating in my annual Science and Tech-
nology Braintrust. 

The teachers at H.D. Woodson Academy of 
Engineering are committed to ensuring that 
our country’s youth is exposed to a STEM cur-
riculum, which is paramount to the future of 
our country. A prevalent theme amongst suc-
cessful STEM professionals is the curiosity 
and drive instilled by their teachers at a young 
age. We must continue to invest in schools 
that highlight a STEM education, so that all 
students will have an opportunity to one day 
be an astrophysicist, doctor, engineer, or a ge-
ologist. 

Mr. Speaker, H.D. Woodson Academy of 
Engineering is a true advocate of STEM edu-
cation and deserves recognition for its work. 
With great pride I can say that because of this 
school’s commitment to STEM education, our 
country’s youth is gaining the skills needed to 
compete in a rapidly globalizing world. 

f 

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY 

HON. GARY J. PALMER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, with the passing 
of Phyllis Schlafly America lost one of its 
greatest women leaders. I first met Phyllis 
around 1990 shortly after I began work with 
the Alabama Family Alliance, which later be-
came the Alabama Policy Institute. I was tre-
mendously impressed with her intellect and 
clarity on American culture and politics. 

She ranks with William F. Buckley as one of 
the intellectual giants who helped launch the 
modern conservative movement. Phyllis had 
the clarity of thought and the communication 
skills of Reagan that gave her the ability to 
connect with women and men from all walks 
of life. In many respects, she was America’s 
version of Margaret Thatcher. Her self-pub-
lished book, ‘‘A Choice, Not An Echo,’’ had an 
enormous impact on the 1964 Republican 
Convention that resulted in Barry Goldwater 
winning the party’s nomination for president. 
That book eventually sold over 3 million cop-

ies and launched her nationally as one of the 
most influential conservatives in American his-
tory. Mrs. Schlafly was a prolific writer with 18 
more books, as well as a gifted speaker. 

In 1972 Phyllis founded Eagle Forum and 
successfully led the effort to prevent the ratifi-
cation of the so-called Equal Rights Amend-
ment. The Ladies Home Journal ranked her 
among the 100 most influential women of the 
20th Century. Frankly, she should be ranked 
among the 100 most influential leaders of the 
20th Century regardless of gender. I am proud 
to have had the opportunity to know her and 
work with her and her colleagues at Eagle 
Forum. Phyllis Schlafly lived by her faith and 
values to the very end and left a great legacy 
as an American leader for all Americans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA AND GLEN 
STOVER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Sandra 
and Glen Stover of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on 
the very special occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on July 
30, 1966 in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

Sandra and Glen’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their children, grandchildren, and 
great-granddaughter truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary, 
may their commitment grow even stronger as 
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one 
another for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEFFERSON ACAD-
EMY’S COMMITMENT TO STEM 
EDUCATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to congratulate the 
students, parents, and faculty of Jefferson 
Academy for their commitment to science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics en-
richment, and for participating in my annual 
Science and Technology Braintrust. 

The teachers at Jefferson Academy are 
committed to ensuring that our country’s youth 
is exposed to a STEM curriculum, which is 
paramount to the future of our country. A prev-
alent theme amongst successful STEM profes-
sionals is the curiosity and drive instilled by 
their teachers at a young age. We must con-
tinue to invest in schools that highlight a 
STEM education, so that all students will have 
an opportunity to one day be an astrophysi-
cist, doctor, engineer, or a geologist. 

Mr. Speaker, Jefferson Academy is a true 
advocate of STEM education and deserves 
recognition for its work. With great pride I can 

say that because of this school’s commitment 
to STEM education, our country’s youth is 
gaining the skills needed to compete in a rap-
idly globalizing world. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL ROCKO RODRI-
GUEZ 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on September 13, 2016, Air Force Major 
Rocko Rodriguez was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. I was then grateful to par-
ticipate in his promotion ceremony on Sep-
tember 23rd. 

Rocko has been serving in my office as an 
In-Resident Intermediate Development Edu-
cation Student attending the Air Force Legisla-
tion Liaison Fellowship Program. 

Rocko was commissioned in 2001 through 
the Officer Training School at Maxwell Air 
Force Base, Alabama. He distinguished him-
self early as a leader, holding various posi-
tions in special operations, space operations, 
and cyber operations. Rocko has also honor-
ably served in Operations Iraqi and Enduring 
Freedom and Southern Watch and Deny 
Flight. 

This year, Rocko will receive his Masters of 
Science degree from Georgetown University 
Government Affairs Institute. When he finishes 
in my office he will transition to work at the 
U.S. Cyber Command Legislative Affairs 
Branch. 

I would also like to offer best wishes to his 
wife, Sarah, and daughters Kaitlyn and Natalie 
and sons Troy and Timothy with his father Mi-
chael Rodriguez and mother-in-law Susan 
Burke, because behind every man and woman 
in uniform is a dedicated family. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
may the President by his actions never forget 
September 11th in the Global War on Ter-
rorism. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT AND RICHARD 
PERKINS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Pat and 
Richard Perkins of Shenandoah, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on August 6, 
1966. 

Pat and Richard’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 
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